[image: image1.jpg]



Texas Fury Volleyball Club Policies
Texas Fury Volleyball Club is very proud that you are a part of the Fury Family! Texas Fury Volleyball Club is about much more than just volleyball. We deeply care as an organization about our athletes and their families and investing into their lives. Texas Fury is a GOD-CENTERED organization. We strive to maintain a “Family-like” environment as a club. Our mission is for each athlete to greatly improve their volleyball skills, build stronger self confidence, become more passionate about the game of volleyball, obtain unified team dynamics and good sportsmanship and to have the opportunity to grow as Godly young women. We as a staff and coaches are committed to this mission. We strive to be the most respected club in the Austin area because we not only provide our athletes with high-level volleyball training, but also the opportunity to learn “life skills” – responsibility, dedication, leadership, hard work, team work and respect for others. We also believe this environment will contribute to each individual’s self-esteem and confidence in all areas of their life. The Texas Fury Volleyball Club Policies have been established to promote these skills and qualities, and to help create and maintain a strong, honest and respected club volleyball program. These are Club Policies and not optional guidelines. Players and parents will be held responsible for adhering to the Texas Fury Volleyball Club Policies. Players or parents found in violation of the Club Policies may be restricted and/or removed from the Texas Fury Volleyball program.

General – CLUB POLICIES

Players and Parents are to ALWAYS maintain a positive attitude towards all aspects of the club, especially toward your team and other Texas Fury Members and Staff. You are to always encourage your team and other players. 

 Athletes and Parents are expected to treat ALL coaches, other athletes and parents, tournament staff and every adult with courtesy and respect at all times. Parents will refrain from any criticism of  coaches, players, parents, officials and opponents. 

There is absolutely no drama or gossip allowed amongst the teams. If any conflicts arise between players or parents, address them immediately if needed. If there is no need to address the issue, you must keep your opinions to yourself. Texas Fury holds very high standards for our Club. We are ultimately one TEAM and will maintain respectful and supportive relationships amongst each other.
Parents and athletes in the Texas Fury program will be expected to make both athletics and academics a priority in athlete’s lives. We expect athletes to manage their time accordingly so that they are able to attend and be on time to practices, tournaments and other related functions that fall within the Texas Fury team schedule. Mandatory school functions take priority over Texas Fury club functions. Major tests/exams will be taken into consideration when planning practices.
Players are not to socialize with the Coaches or Fury Staff outside practice, competition and sanctioned Texas Fury events. This includes “My Space”, “Facebook”, any social media websites/chat rooms, ongoing texting relationships or any other inappropriate relationships. Coaches are NEVER allowed to be alone with a Texas Fury player or parent at any time. 

Any inappropriate or illegal behavior with coaches or Fury Staff will not be tolerated and is subject to immediate dismissal and will be reported to the appropriate authorities.

PRACTICES – Club Policies

It is mandatory that every player arrive at least 10 minutes early.  Players must arrive with full volleyball attire already on. Players need to know their pre-practice responsibilities/ schedule (set up, announcements, prayer, warm up, etc.). Consequence for late players is up to the discretion of the coach, but there will be a consequence. 

In the event that a player is perpetually late, there will be a parent-player-coach meeting arranged.

Before players enter the gym all cell phones must be put away until exiting the gym. 

Players must wear their correct practice shirts to every practice. We feel this creates team unity, eliminates individualism, and starts to instill discipline. Consequence is up to the discretion of the coach, but there will be a consequence for not wearing the correct practice shirt. 

 For any and ALL player absences (including illness and school events), players will make up the missed practice TIME by attending another team’s practice before the next tournament. Make-up practice times and days will be determined by their coach, and the player’s availability. If the practice is not made up before the next tournament, the player is required to sit out 1 set in the match. All other consequences for unexcused absences to practices or tournaments shall be left to the discretion of the coach.   
TOURNAMENT - Club Policies

Players must arrive to tournaments at least 45 minutes early.
Transportation of players to and from tournaments will be the responsibility of parents.

Texas Fury coaches cannot give or accept rides from individual players or parents to or from practices or competitions. There must be more than just one other person in the vehicle with the coach. 
The Coach will advise the team on tournament details and arrival times at playing sites as soon as they receive the information. The tournament details are not usually posted until the Wednesday before the tournament. 
When you arrive at your playing site, the team will pick out a spot and line up their bags in a

neat, orderly fashion. It looks good, sends a message of discipline, and hopefully adds a little security versus having them open and all over the place.
All player cell phone MUST be put away for the entire duration of the tournament, unless the player receives permission from the coach for family phone calls. 
While at tournaments and events, athletes must stay together as a team. Players are not allowed to leave tournament sites until tournament is over and the coach has dismissed the players. 

Always be prepared to play or perform officiating duties at a moment’s notice. Athletes must notify the coach of their location while at tournaments. Players must equally share officiating duties.

If any conflicts arise at a tournament, all parties must wait 48 hours before discussing the issue. Please inform the Director or Assistant Director of any major problems/issues.
All teams will wear warm-ups in between matches. This will provide a consistent look across all teams in all age groups, and it will keep their muscles warm for the next match. Texas Fury Gear and apparel only (no pajamas, non-fury sweat shirts, fluffy house shoes, wild hair styles, crazy hair bows, etc.)

Texas Fury teams pray before each match at tournaments (player or coach lead).

POST-MATCH PROTOCOL

After the match, win or lose, good or bad officiating, Fury team captain(s) will go over and shake the referee’s hand.

After each match, Fury teams clean up both bench areas (no matter whose it is). 
If you are assigned to officiate the next match, either the coach or team captain needs to approach the referee and tell them that you and your officiating crew are here. All players must wait to be dismissed by their coach to go on break.

All players must be dismissed by their coach to leave the tournament. 
We want each of these things to be instilled in our Texas Fury players, so that each year it will be easier to follow these guidelines and Texas Fury will become a very well-respected club. 
TRAVEL GUIDELINES

While in hotels, athletes are to respect the property and privacy of others in the hotel.

Loud or rowdy behavior will not be tolerated.

Under no circumstances will athletes have guests in their hotel rooms. This includes anyone but parents and/or female siblings (no boys should be in their rooms, even brothers if players are sharing rooms). Visitors should be restricted to the hotel lobby only.

Under no circumstances will athletes enter another guest’s room within the hotel that is not a
Texas Fury parent, player or coach.

Athletes will be expected to coordinate with the team parent and/or coach as to their whereabouts

during non-playing periods.

Athletes are expected to dress modestly and respectfully during non-playing periods. Remember that you are representatives of the Texas Fury Volleyball Club. 

TEAM COMPOSITION

131, 14s-18s Teams - These teams play ultimately to win while still maintaining unified team dynamics. Players are played at the discretion of the coach, who will make every effort to play all players. It is our desire that we find a way for each player to contribute to the team during competition.

12s,132, 133 Teams - These teams also play to win, but since they are younger, more developmental teams it is understood that they will not always do so. Every effort will be made to see that each of these players gets to play every match, if she has been attending all practices and tournaments. The primary objective of these teams is to develop individual skills and to give each player as much playing time as possible. 

OFFICIATING

Each team must have all players trained as scorekeepers. Texas Fury does not pay for players to go to the scorekeeping clinic.
Players act as linesmen and scorekeepers for all tournaments, all players must follow the proper behavior for their officiating duties -- no cell phones, eating, talking, listening to headphones, daydreaming, etc. while officiating and/or scorekeeping. We are very strict on this policy.
Texas Fury will maintain and represent high standard of Good Sportsmanship. All parents and players are to respect all officials and tournament staff. If we have any disrespectful parents on the sidelines at tournaments, we will address the situation immediately.

EQUIPMENT & FACILITIES

Each team is given volleyballs, ball bags, ball pumps and first aid kit at the beginning of the season. These balls and bags are marked so that they can be easily located. This equipment must be accounted for at all practices and tournaments.

Teams must make sure all practice gyms and tournament facilities are in better condition than when we arrived. All equipment must be put away properly and all trash must be picked up.
TOBACCO, DRUGS, ALCOHOL

Players are to abstain from the use of tobacco, drugs and alcohol at all times.

Athletes are restricted from the use of tobacco, drugs and alcohol while at any Texas Fury sanctioned event. Any athlete found to be in possession of any illegal substance must be reported to the Director immediately, and will be removed from the club.

MANAGING CONFLICT

The line of communication should be from COACH to ATHLETE to PARENT for all issues

involving athletes and/or teams. Athletes are encouraged and expected to talk with their coaches

about  any problems or concerns they may have. Coaches are expected to always listen and be open to the player’s concern and try to come up with an agreeable solution with the player. 

Coaches are not allowed to discuss playing time issues or other issues at a tournament site or during normal practice times with parents. Emotions are usually much too high during a competition to discuss rationally.   

Coaches will counsel parents to seek explanations from athletes first when seeking information about such topics. Parents who are seeking a deeper explanation should contact the coach outside of 

normal practice times to set up a time for discussion

Notify the Director immediately if you feel your child is in any harm or danger in regards to club issues.

TEAM CHAPERONE/PARENT

Each team has a parent representative to serve as team chaperone/ team parent. This chaperone attends all practices to help in the case of a medical emergency. If a player is injured and requires emergency attention, this adult would see that the player is taken to an emergency medical facility. It would not be possible for the coach to leave the rest of the team unattended to do this. Chaperones also travel with the team, help coordinate meals, help enforce curfew, coordinate team building events before and during the season and generally help the coach in any other way they can. They also make sure all players have transportation to tournaments. A chaperone is responsible for getting another adult to substitute for them if they are unable to attend a practice session or a tournament. Chaperones need to be selected at the 1st Team Meeting. 

PAYMENTS FOR PLAYER PARTICIPATION

At no time are coaches allowed to accept Texas Fury payments from players or parents. The Director will send out a reminder email to parents and will stop by your practice to pick up payments when payments are due. There will also be a drop box for parents to utilize for payments. If there is a problem financially, the parent should contact the Director. In the event a player is not current with payments, the coach will be notified, and that player will not be allowed to participate in practices or tournaments until payments are current.


Texas Fury Volleyball Club Policies
Completing this agreement will be considered a validation that you have read the Texas Fury Volleyball Club Policies. You will not be allowed to participate in any sanctioned Texas Fury event until this form is completed and returned.

I/We, ______________________________________ (Parents’ printed name/s) have read and understand the Texas Fury Volleyball Club Policies as stated and agree to all the Club Policies. I/We will guide my/our athlete to adhere to the rules and guidelines of Texas Fury Volleyball Club.

_________________________________                                 _​​​​​​______2011-12_______                           

Parent’s Signature







Club Season 

_________________________________                                 _​​​​​​______2011-12_______                           

Parent’s Signature







Club Season 

I, ______________________________________ (Player’s printed name) have read and understand the Texas Fury Volleyball Club Policies as stated and agree to all the Club Policies. I will adhere to the rules and guidelines of Texas Fury Volleyball Club.

_________________________________                                 _​​​​​​______2011-12_______                           

Player’s Signature







Club Season 
